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personality had asserted itself and whatever mis-
givings the Staff might at first have entertained
had been dispersed.

For Haig himself, the two and a half years at
Aldershot that preceded the war were, like the
year in Edinburgh after the South African war, a
respite from his labours. The work required of him
did not demand such strenuous effort as either the
War Office or India.

During a large portion of the year, Haig's task
was confined to general supervision of the training
in the smaller units. The control of an ade-
quate and capable Staff did not require the long
office hours to which he had become accustomed
both at the War Office and in India. His com-
mand, concentrated at his door, did not necessi-
tate the long wearisome journeys of India. The
supervision of the training in the field afforded
pleasant hours in the saddle, and left him leisure
both for private study and relaxation. Golf
replaced polo as his principal recreation. He
attacked die game with characteristic thorough-
ness. He took lessons from a professional. Each
stroke was studied and matured with all the care
of a military problem. He was too old ever to
hope to excel, but his game was characteristic.
His ball never left the fairway. His play was as
consistent if not of as high a standard as that of
Colonel Bogey himself. He was determined to
win, and was a most difficult opponent to beat.

His family were for the first time living under
his own roof. These werehappyyears, a refreshing